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 2020 was the Covid-19 shutdown year.  In spite of this, the High Desert Chapter accomplished 
several projects, had a quality meeting, and enjoyed an informal trail ride. 
 
 Our cooperation with Friends of Nevada Wilderness Trail Crew enabled the accomplishment of 
more trail work than what either of us could have performed alone. 
 The earliest projects were canceled or delayed due to Covid-19.  Then a decision was made to 
treat the trail crew as a family, take extreme precautions and proceed until the first symptoms appear or 
until there is a positive test, then quarantine and call it a season. 
 Larry Fenkell was going to be the "Honcho" for the first trip.  But Larry happened to be 
quarantined that week.   
 We made desperate phone calls with Ray La Voie, Vikki & Danny Riddle, Justin & Stephanie 
French and Steve Clifford scheduling to pack the crew in.  So Far, So Good! 
 

 

 
Group Photo High Desert Chapter with Friends of Nevada Trail Crew at Overland Lake 

 
 

 
Kimberly Satterthwaite, and Vikki & Danny Riddle were going to pack the crew out after their week of trail work. 
 But Vikki had a heart attack that morning while loading mules.  She was Heli-evacuated to ER in Elko, she 
has now recovered, but we unable to pack the crew out that day. 
 The crew did not suffer too badly by staying an extra day.  They managed to have enough leftovers for an 
extra day’s dinner and breakfast.  Unsurprisingly, they were packed up with weighted
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and balanced loads when Kimberly and Danny 
arrived the next day. 
 When it rains - it pours!  One of the mules 
was not well behaved on the trip back.  The rowdy 
mule was Jenny, who managed to break off and run 
away at imaginary gremlins. Fortunately, she was 
easy to catch. But her load had to be adjusted every 
time. 
 She managed to throw her load off along 
the trail where there was nothing to tie the horses. 
 The Trail Crew found one of the Manties in 
the brush and packed it up to the mule on the trail. 
 Then we separated Jenny from the mare in 
front of her and that was the end of the break off 
problems. 

 
Kate Miller and Tara Kleemann retrieving the manty

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 The Friends of Nevada Wilderness Trail Crew continued to work on other Ruby Mountain trails 
in 2020.  They were able to work from trail heads where we did not need to pack in a camp for them. 

 
 The crew; Alec Neshite, Kate Miller,  
Megan Tait and Tara Kleemann cleared the 
Ruby Guard trail from the Guard Station to the 
Krenka Creek trail, they cleared the John Day 
trail, and the Right Fork of Lamoille Canyon. 
 The Right Fork is an extremely rocky 
trail, not suitable for regular equestrian use 
because horses could catch their feet between 
rocks or slip off ledges. 
 

 
 Vikki Riddle is demonstrating a place 
where the trail crew hammered and chiseled an 
opening between rocks to step without tripping. 
 The Right Fork trail is a good candidate 
for GAOA - Great American Outdoors Act 
"priority deferred maintenance" grant funding. 
 Another candidate for consideration is 
Bridges on the Secret/Starr trail over First and 
Second Boulder Creeks. 
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A few members independently decided to ride the Col Moore trail on the same day.  It was not a 
Chapter sanctioned or organized trail ride.  Col Moore trail was reconditioned in 2019 by the Friends of 
Nevada Wilderness and Back Country Horsemen of Nevada from the trailhead to the summit above 
Liberty Lake. 

 
Kimberly Satterthwaite, Ray La Voie and Steve Clifford 

 
 The road to the trailhead is not suitable 
for loaded horse trailers.  We saddled at the 
bottom on the Ruby Valley County Road.  In 
May the conditions are favorable for riding at 
lower elevations.  There was snow in the upper 
elevations, so we did not get to ride much of 
the completed trail.  Riding the Col Moore trail 
to the summit is still on our wish list. 
 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 The fish relocation project at Johnson Lake in Great Basin National Park was well organized and 
well executed.  Bill Wagers was the "Honcho" who spent countless hours preparing and planning.  We 
made 2 reconnaissance trips to the park and met outdoors with park staff for Covid-19 precaution.   
 
 This project was the product of a 
proposal submitted by Great Basin National 
Park under the Southern Nevada Public Land 
Management Act (SNPLMA). Funding was 
approved for this project, and phase one is 
planting Bonneville Cutthroat Trout in Johnson 
Lake. 

 
Brett Prettyman of TU stepping in to help, 

 and Joe hauling a load of fish. 

 Johnson Lake was recognized as a place 
to "bank" a genetic strain of Bonneville 

Cutthroat Trout because they are a "sensitive" 
"vulnerable" species on the verge of being 
proclaimed a threatened species. 
 The project consisted of Park Service 
biologists capturing mature trout out of 
Hendrys creek then Back Country Horsemen 
transported the fish to Johnson Lake. 

 
Park Service Biologist Jonathon Reynolds securing the load. 

 It was natural to work with Trout 
Unlimited on a fish project.  Beyond the fish 
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relocation, we wanted to work with Trout 
Unlimited for their environmental expertise and 
assistance in leaving no environmental trace. 
 Great Basin National Park has always 
welcomed equestrian use, but they also seemed 
cautious with rules and regulations concerning 
equestrian use.  We wanted to show good 
horseman stewardship to encourage the Park 
Service to make trails within the park more 
accessible to equestrian use.  
 

 
The Grant Included Aeriated Containers Sized to Fit Pack 

Panniers. 
 Much like a picture telling a story better 
than 1,000 words, a cooperative project with 
the Park Service will do more for horse trails 
than years of attending meetings and making 
public comment. 
 Indeed, Great Basin National Park is not 
an easy place to navigate with horse trailers.  
The Park Service closed roads so we could drive 
without being stuck against oncoming traffic.  
 The Park Service closed the trailhead so 
we would have room to turn and park our 
trailers.   
 The Park Service reserved several 
campsites for us so we would have plenty of 
room to camp with our horses, where we could 
highline horses away from vegetation.  
 We barely fit in the campsite. We had 
to back in one vehicle at a time, disconnect a 
trailer, park a truck along side the parkway, 
then back in the next trailer. It took 45 minutes 
to an hour to park four trailers, five trucks and 
an SUV single file. This was partly because of a 
tight turn where we could not back in from the 

road on the west.  We had to back in from the 
East.  And we had to plan on which order we 
planned to depart the next morning. 
 The first person to back a trailer was 
Kimberly Satterthwaite who performed 
flawlessly.  Then it was the guys turn.  Bill 
Wagers and Steve Clifford did not have any 
problems.  Danny Riddle's trailer was loaded 
with "stubborn" mules.  It was back and forth 
from one edge of the driveway to the other.  
Joe de Braga handled steering, and with several 
observers providing conflicting instruction the 
rig was parked. 

 
Angie de Braga Releasing Trout 

 There is an endangered fern at Johnson 
Lake.  We worked with the Park Service to keep 
horses away and from trampling the fern. 
 The dates for the trip in September 
were picture perfect, camping and riding 
perfect with mild weather and beautiful fall 
colors. 

 
 Joe and Angie de Braga prepared an 8-
minute You Tube Video that can be found on You 
Tube " Johnson Lake Fish Planting". 



High Desert Chapter Back Country Horsemen of Nevada 
2020 Annual Report 

  Page 5 

 Phases 2 and 3 are planned for the next two 
years to treat Baker Lake for invasive fish species 
then to transplant Bonneville Cutthroat. 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 The Cleve Creek Trash removal was well appreciated by the Ely Ranger District, Humboldt-
Toiyabe National Forest.  The ranger/recreation planner, Erin Rajala drove from Ely to the trailhead to 
meet us when we finished with fresh home baked brownies, iced sodas and ice water. 
 

 
 Steve Clifford in front, Ginger Rick leading a pack 
horse and Maria Ryan with her dogs riding to the Cleve Creek 
trash site. 

 Friends of Nevada Wilderness also met 
us at Cleve Creek.  By the time we arrived at the 
trashed site, our "Friends" collected the trash, 
all we had to do was to eat lunch and pack 
about 350 pounds of trash on mules. 
 This project required reconnaissance 
work to plan where we could camp and park 
trailers. 

 

 
 Steve Clifford leading a loaded pack horse down the 
escarpment to the trailhead. 
 Steve Clifford managed to take his 
gooseneck trailer all the way to the trailhead 
and turn it around without a scratch or getting 
stuck.

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
 2020 was our second Independence Day event at Rough Hills Wilderness, Wayne and Harlene’s 
ranch, Charleston, near the Jarbidge Wilderness. This holiday event celebrates the High Desert Chapter’s 
cowboy heritage in Cowboy Poetry Country, Elko County.  We herd cattle, pack salt, eat well, visit, trail 
ride and fish. 
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Wayne moving cattle 

 The Rough Hills Wilderness is one of 
Nevada BLM's 100 plus wilderness areas and 
wilderness study areas without Horse trails or 
equine staging areas.   
 

 
Unloading salt 

 Were it not for friendly ranchers, we 
would have less access to our public land.   

 
Lunch Break in the Rough Hills 

 Justin French had a bull elk tag.  We 
were excited to see these fellows near camp 
one morning.  Guess what? They were not there 
during elk season.  Justin had to hunt elsewhere 
to find his bull. 

 
 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 One of the events that was COVID-19 canceled was a packing demonstration at the California 
Trails Center. We were planning on demonstrating to children how Kit Carson would have packed his 
gear when he came through here in 1840s.   And for interested adults, we were planning on 
demonstrating throwing different hitches. The Trail Center has period clothes for us to use.  This is likely 
to be planned again after Covid. It is an event where we can use expertise of teachers and good 
communicators.  
 
 On December 31, the High Desert Chapter had a bank balance of $5,437.55. The value of our 
public service was $32,012.47.  This is good considering the obstacles and challenges of 2020. 
 
 A copy of the Totals Sheet is included on page 8.  The complete volunteer hour report is 
available upon request.  We encourage you to request a copy, because we have undoubtedly missed 
something. 
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 Fishing fits with the program.  Somehow when a project extends for a few days, someone finds a 
fishing opportunity.  And given enough contemplative saddle time, we are going to devise a fish catching 
scheme that is so effective the government might outlaw it. 
 This time the plan was for one of us to 
extend a 24 ft. pole out over the collection ditch 
at the Ruby Marsh.  A damsel fly was dangled 
over the water imitating an egg laying dragon 
fly.   
 It is very difficult to land a good fish 
over willows with a 24 ft. pole (something 
breaks).  The second part of the scheme was to 
fight the fish with conventional tackle after 
breaking the 1-pound tippet between the fly 
and the 24 ft pole. 
 The scheme worked! A rainbow jumped 
out of the water for the damsel fly before the 
24 ft. pole was fully extended and before we 
could dance the lure in an egg laying pattern. 
 The problem was the commotion we 
made while landing the fish put other fish into 
hiding. 
 Terry Jones hooked and landed the fish 
while Danny Riddle danced the fly. 
---------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Terry Jones holding the trout caught by two Back Country Horsemen. 

 
------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Safety is no accident! 

  
No one from our chapter was involved in this accident. 

 Safety Briefings are an important 
element for our events.  They tend to remind us 
to be careful. 
 This picture says a more about horse 
trailering safety, than can be described in 
thousands of words. The picture alone was our 

safety briefing at the perfect COVID 
precautionary outdoor meeting at O'Carroll's, 
Lamoille. 
 If we were to have only one meeting 
per year, this is the venue.  O'Carroll's had 
tables and chairs on the lawn, views were 
awesome, weather was perfect as was the food. 
 This is when we learned that Joe de 
Braga was driving threw Harrison Pass while the 
wrecker was winching out the truck and trailer. 
 Fortunately, no one was injured. No 
horses were hurt.  The truck and trailer were 
removed in good condition. 
 It happened on washboard and loose 
gravel road, Harrison Pass. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 The dates for a two-day wilderness first 
aid course in Reno in the Glena Forest is June 
7th and 8th. Cost is $120 per person.  The 
course is for Friends of Nevada Wilderness Trail 
Crew.  We have asked if there is room for 2 or 3 
of our members.
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Backcountry Horsemen of America 
Volunteer Hours Report 

Backcountry Horsemen of Nevada - High Desert Chapter 
2020 

  
Totals 

Rate per 
hour/mile/day 

 
Total Value 

 

Total Basic Hours 172 $27.20 $4,678.40 Calculated per hour 

Total Skilled Hours 150 $40.80 $6,120.00 Calculated per hour 

Total Trail Recon Hours 138 $27.20 $3,753.60 Calculated per hour 

Total LNT - Education 2 $27.20 $54.40 Calculated per hour 

Total Public Meetings 32 $27.20 $870.40 Calculated per hour 

Total Administative Service 52 $27.20 $1,414.40 Calculated per hour 

Total Travel Time 184 $27.20 $5,013.87 Calculated per hour 

Total Hours 730.3    

     

Wilderness Trail Miles 30    

Other Trail Miles 14    

Total Trail Miles 44    

     

Personal Vehicle 1,318 $0.90 $1,186.20 Calculated per mile 

Stock Hauling 6,292 $1.10 $6,921.20 Calculated per mile 

Total Travel Miles 7,610    

     

Power Equipment 0 $30.00 $0.00 Calculated per hour 

Heavy Equipment 0 $110,00  Calculated per hour 

Total Equipment Hours 0    

     

Total Stock (Pack and Saddle) 44    

Total Stock Days 20 $100.00 $2,000.00 Calculated per day 
     

     

Total Donations $0.00  $0.00  
  Total $32,012.47  

 
 
 


